Te Pou Oranga Kai O Aotearoa

The _
Domestic

Food Review

Your chance to have your say on
how food is regulated in New Zealand



What will the review achieve?

The review will establish a food regulatory programme that
will apply across the board. It needs to apply to both the
biggest and the very smallest of food activity in New Zealand.
NZFSA's key objective is to provide a coherent and seamless
programme that will reduce incidences of foodborne illness
in New Zealand.

Who will be affected?

Domestic food covers all food sold (including imported food)
and produced in New Zealand, including that sold in
supermarkets, cafes and restaurants. Therefore, the review
is likely to affect all those involved in the food sector.

What will change?

The review is likely to mean greater consistency in the delivery
of safe food in New Zealand. It will identify priority areas
to focus on where risks are highest and will put the onus
for safe food on those involved in producing it.

Food requirements are currently administered under five
different Acts. NZFSA would like to see harmonisation of
principles and approach across these different regulatory
frameworks and consistency in requirements between them.
In other words, NZFSA would like to see a regulatory system
that is as simple and as consistent as possible.

It is proposed that the simple three-tier ‘Regulatory Model’
(described below), developed and applied to part of the food
sector in the 1990s, will continue to provide the basis for
government involvement in the food sector. In establishing
NZFSA, government determined this approach was
appropriate and aligned with approaches elsewhere in
government (health practitioners, etc).

The model comprises three distinct players:

e the regulator — NZFSA, Public Health Units and local
councils/local government

e the verifier — any agency approved to undertake external
verification functions, including NZFSA Verification Agency

e the ‘person’ — any individual or organisation involved in
a food business.

In the model, NZFSA, as the principal regulator, is accountable
for food control in New Zealand and for the implementation
and overall performance of the food regulatory programme.
NZFSA sets regulatory requirements and provides
implementation tools that cover:

¢ the safety of food
¢ the suitability of food

e other aspects of the food regulatory programme, such
as requirements for non-food products and official
assurances for food exports.

Who will benefit?

e all New Zealanders, as consumers, will benefit
e reducing or removing duplication will benefit industry

e harmonisation and rationalisation will mean streamlining
the requirements that must be met by industry.

For example, under the current system a manufacturing
business may have to do different things in the same factory
when processing different products to achieve the same
outcome, and a multi-site supermarket chain may have to
meet different local standards in different regions. NZFSA
would like a system that allows food businesses to have the
option of running one comprehensive programme that meets
all the relevant food safety requirements, thus making it
easier for such businesses to comply with regulations.

Verifiers and enforcement officers currently need to be
familiar with a vast array of differences to effectively oversee
and enforce the law. A harmonisation of regulations would
reduce this complexity.

All these factors should result in a more effective food supply
system which will ultimately benefit consumers by providing
improved food safety.

What has happened so far?

In 2003 NZFSA met with industry in Auckland, Wellington
and Christchurch to introduce the review. Since then NZFSA
has been working with representatives from public health
units and local councils, along with Local Government Nz,
on some ‘concept papers’. In May 2004 these papers were
discussed, at a series of workshops, with industry groups as
a ‘work-in-progress’. NZFSA has also been gathering
information on food safety in different regions.

Key phases of the review

e defining the process and project

e concept development and identification of options
e production of concept papers for public discussion
e analysis of input and recasting of policy

e government consideration of policy

e legislative change

e implementation.




